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From the President’s Desk: February 2016.  

Five weeks, five tournaments in our union, all the news! 

The past five weeks saw the running of five tournaments in Gauteng North, three hosted by us, one by the 

SAGA, and one co-sanctioned by the European and Sunshine Tours. 

Our own Liberty Senior Open Stroke Play took place at Wingate Park CC on 23 and 24 January and was won by 

William Skinner of Zwartkop CC on 144.  The next week saw the Liberty GNGU Open Stroke Play Championship 

being played at Irene CC, which was won by Jamie Bower from England on 275.  The week of 2 to 5 February 

saw the SA Amateur Stroke Play Championship being played at Blue Valley Golf and CC, with Jack Hume from 

Ireland the winner on 269. Our own Jason Smith (Irene CC) finished one shot back, while James du Preez (PCC), 

finished fourth.  The course record at Irene CC now is 63 and at the one at Blue Valley G&CC has been 

bettered to 62! 

All the courses were in superb condition, as the scores show!  There was no placing! Thank you to all the staff 

at the various clubs for their effort. The members, although unable to play at their own clubs, can be very 

proud of the clubs they belong to! Thank you to all members for the sacrifice. The hosting of tournaments 

invariably causes that extra effort being put in, ultimately leading to members and visitors enjoying the 

benefits long afterwards. 

Last week saw the Tshwane Open being hosted by the City of Tshwane at PCC, and we experienced some 

excellent golf. The tournament saw Charl Schwartzel eventually dominate with a winning total of -16. Our own 

Zander Lombard went into the last round with a decent chance at the title, and although he faded in the end, 

he certainly showed his talent and potential. The performances of all our young guns have certainly alerted 

the seasoned players, and we see the signs of a very exciting golfing season in the making. 

On Sunday, the 14th, the top junior girls in the country teed it up at Waterkloof GC, playing for the Liberty 

GNGU Junior Girls Open title. The eventual winner, after 36 holes of Stroke Play, was Wu-Joo Son from Central 

Gauteng on a very good score of 138 (-6). Our own Danielle du Toit (PCC) and Catherine Lau (Woodhill CC) 

finished tied 3rd on a very credible score of 144 (level par).  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome Liberty as our umbrella sponsor for all our tournaments this year, it is a 

fantastic opportunity to take hands with one of our country`s top insurance companies to give more to the 

amateur game. Thank you very much. 

We have been invited by Reunion Island Golf Association to send four players, as their guests, to a world 

amateur tournament in Reunion in March and we want to congratulate Andrew van der Knaap, Albert Venter, 

Keegan McClachlan and Danielle du Toit who will represent the Union. 

May the puts drop.  

Johan 


